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HOW TO OPEN A TRADESTATION ACCOUNT 

Snider Advisors is happy to assist you in the process of opening your TradeStation 
account. This document walks you through the steps of completing the account 
application.  

Open the Application 

If you have multiple accounts, start with your retirement account (Traditional, 
ROTH, etc.).  

1. It is important that you use https://www.tradestation.com/promo/snider-
advisors/ to complete your application. 

2. Click the Open Account link.  

 

PowerForm Signer Information 

1. The link will take you to PowerForm Signer Information page. You will enter 
the Account Owner and Joint Owner if applicable. This information should 
match your Ally account.  

2. After you complete your information, click the yellow Begin Signing button.  
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Electronic Signature 

1. Your screen will reload, and you will be prompted to agree to use electronic 
records and signatures. Click the box next to the yellow arrow  

2. Click Continue.  

 

Third-Party Trading Authorization 

1. You will now be prompted to complete the Third-Party Trading 
Authorization. On the second page of this document, you will be asked to 
review some information.  

2. At the bottom of this form, you will enter your electronic signature.  
3. Click the yellow Sign call out toward the bottom of the screen.  



3 
 

 

 

 

4. A window will pop up. Review your signature and click Adopt and Sign.  
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5. The pop-up window will close. Click Finish. 

 

 

TradeStation Welcome 

1. You will be prompted to either Sign Up if you are a New User or Log In if you 
are a Returning User.   
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Account Setup  

1. After completion of your Third-Party Trading Authorization, you will be 
prompted to complete your Account Setup. 

2. Enter the information required in your Customer Profile.  
3. You will then create your Login Credentials. This includes creating a 

Username and Password.  
4. Click the blue Next button at the bottom of the screen.  
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Configure Your Accounts  

1. You will move forward to Configure Your Accounts.  
2. Select the Account Type, either Individual, Joint, or IRA.  

 If you select IRA, you will then select they type of IRA you have.  
 If you select Joint, you must enter the Joint Owner’s information. Each 

person on the Joint Account must have a unique email address.   
3. Next you will select Accounts to Open. You should only have Equities & 

Options selected. You must deselect Crypto, Futures, and Futures Options. 
6. Next, select Equity Account Settings.  

a. Margin Trading should be on (blue) even if this is an IRA. This does 
not mean you will be required to use margin, but turning on Margin 
Trading will help with some important trading efficiencies in your 
account.  

b. Options Trading should be on (blue). 
c. Next, slide your Options Trading Level to Level 4. This will 

automatically slide your Investment Risk Tolerance to Speculation.  
7. Click blue Next at the bottom of the screen.  

 

 

DESELECT EVERYTHING EXCEPT 
EQUITIES AND OPTIONS 

SHOULD BE ON/BLUE 

SLIDE TO TRADE LEVEL 4 FOR 
ALL ACCOUNT TYPES 
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Personal Information  

1. You will now enter your Personal Information.  
2. Your Identity includes your Country of Citizenship, Date of Birth, and Social 

Security Number/ITIN.  
3. Fill in your Residential Address. If you have a different mailing address, click 

in the box and enter that address.  
4. Click the blue Next button at the bottom of the screen. 
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Employment Information  

1. Next use the dropdown to select your Employer. If you select Employed or 
Self-Employed, you will be prompted to supply more information.  

2. Next, select your Affiliations. If you answer yes to any of the questions, you 
will be prompted to supply additional details.  

3. Click the blue Next at the bottom of the screen.  

 

  



9 
 

 

 

Financials & Trading Experience 

1. You will now use the dropdown bars to enter your Financials. If you select 
an Approximate Annual Income under $50,000 or an Approximate Net 
Worth under $75,000, you will be asked to specify amount.  

2. Use the dropdown bars to select your Trading Experience.  
3. Click the blue Next at the bottom of the screen.  

 

  



10 
 

 

 

IRA Account 

1. If you have an IRA Account, you must enter your Primary Beneficiaries. You 
will be required to enter the Social Security number for each beneficiary 
listed.  

2. Click the blue Next at the bottom of the screen.  

 

  

YOU WILL NEED BENEFICIARY’S 
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER  
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Now for the Extras!  

1. In the Now for the extras! Section, you will be asked if you would like to 
provide contact information for a trusted contact person aged 18 or older. 

2. If you select yes, you will fill in their name, relationship, and address.  
3. Click the blue Next at the bottom of the screen.  

 

  



12 
 

 

 

Identity Verification 

1. You may be asked to verify your identity. You can use one of the following 
valid government-issued ID: 
 Driver’s License 
 State Issued ID Card 
 US Passport/Passport Card 
 Military ID 

2. Click on the blue Verify Identity button. 

 

3. When your screen reloads click the blue Get Started button.  
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4.  You must have a smartphone for this step. You can either use Option 1: 
Send a link via SMS or Option 2: Scan QR code.  

 

5. You will receive instructions on your smartphone for how to submit your ID. 
6. After you submit your ID, your computer screen will reload. Click the blue 

Next button. 
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Upload Documents 

1. Next, you may be asked  to Upload Documents. If you selected any 
affiliations in the employment section, you will be required to submit 
additional documentation. Uploaded file names cannot include any spaces or 
additional characters.   

2. Click the blue Next at the bottom of the screen.  

 

Account Summary 

1. You should now see your Account Summary. You will be able to review your 
information on this page.  

2. Click the blue Next at the bottom of the screen. 
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Account Agreements  

1. The final step is Account Agreements. In the middle of this page, you will 
see links to all the documents required for your account. It is recommended 
that you read this page, as well as these documents, carefully.  

2. Click the box in the TradeStation Securities, Inc. Accounts section.  

 

3. Scroll down and click Submit.  
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You’ve Completed Your Application 

1. When your screen reloads, you can either select I'm Finished or Add 
Another Account.  

 

 

You will receive an email from TradeStaion letting you know that they have received 
your application.  

Please contact the Snider Advisors team at support@snideradvisors.com or 888-
647-6430 with any questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

Disclosure 

Snider Advisors has an economic incentive for recommending that clients open an 
account with TradeStation. Specifically, Snider Advisors receives a flat referral 
payment for each new customer it refers to TradeStation. More detailed 
information about the relationship and our fiduciary responsibility can be found in 
our ADV Part 2A. Clients may contact Snider Advisors with any questions about the 
terms of the agreement with TradeStation. 


